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given the abundance of information that was freely available to them on the web,

should they care about my approach? My pedagogy needed something to structure,

integrate, and motivate their learning.
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�<I?the factors that lead people to

engage in terrorism. Other psychologists study such topics as alcohol and drug addiction,

memory, emotion, hypnosis, love, what makes people aggressive or helpful, and the

psychologies of politics, prejudice, culture, and religion. Psychologists also work in schools

and businesses, and they use a variety of methods, including observation, questionnaires,

interviews, and laboratory studies, to help them understand behavior.
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1980). 1 When we perform poorly on an important test, we try to understand what caused

our failure to remember or understand the material and what might help us do better the

next time. When our good friends Monisha and Charlie break up, despite the fact that they

appeared to have a relationship made in heaven, we try to determine what happened.

When we contemplate the rise of terrorist acts around the world, we try to investigate the

causes of this problem by looking at the terrorists themselves, the situation around them,

and othersÕ responses to them.
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Table 1.1 Examples of Values and Facts in Scientific Research

Source: Stangor, C. (2011). Research methods for the behavioral sciences (4th ed.).

Mountain View, CA: Cengage.
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affects millions of people worldwide and is known to be caused by biological, social, and

cultural factors. Studying and helping alleviate depression can be accomplished at low

levels of explanation by investigating how chemicals in the brain influence the experience

of depression. This approach has allowed psychologists to develop and prescribe drugs,

such as Prozac, which may decrease depression in many individuals (Williams, Simpson,

Simpson, & Nahas, 2009). 8 At the middle levels of explanation, psychological therapy is

directed at helping individuals cope with negative life experiences that may cause

depression. And at the highest level, psychologists study differences in the prevalence of

depression between men and women and across cultures. The occurrence of

psychological disorders, including depression, is substantially higher for women than for

men, and it is also higher in Western cultures, such as in the United States, Canada, and

Europe, than in Eastern cultures, such as in India, China, and Japan (Chen, Wang,

Poland, & Lin, 2009; Seedat et al., 2009). 9 These sex and cultural differences provide

insight into the factors that cause depression. The study of depression in psychology helps

remind us that no one level of explanation can explain everything. All levels of explanation,

from biological to personal to cultural, are essential for a better understanding of human

behavior.
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8. Williams, N., Simpson, A. N., Simpson, K., & Nahas, Z. (2009). Relapse rates with long-term
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Psychology in Everyday Life: How to
Effectively Learn and Remember
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variable
Operational definitions

�??J=KKAGF

` +ME:=J�G>�HJ=KK=K�G>�9�:MLLGF�L@9L

9<EAFAKL=JK�K@G;C�LG�9FGL@=J�KLM<=FL

` +ME:=J�G>�K=;GF<K�L9C=F�LG�@GFC�L@=�@GJF

9L�L@=�;9J�9@=9<�9>L=J�9�KLGHDA?@L�LMJFK�?J==F

&FL=JH=JKGF9D

9LLJ9;LAGF

` +ME:=J�G>�AF;@=K�L@9L�9F�AF<ANA<M9D�HD9;=K

@AK�GJ�@=J�;@9AJ�9O9Q�>JGE�9FGL@=J�H=JKGF

` +ME:=J�G>�EADDAE=L=JK�G>�HMHAD�<AD9LAGF

O@=F�GF=�H=JKGF�DGGCK�9L�9FGL@=J

"EHDGQ==

K9LAK>9;LAGF

` +ME:=J�G>�<9QK�H=J�EGFL@�9F�=EHDGQ==

K@GOK�MH�LG�OGJC�GF�LAE=

` /9LAF?�G>�BG:�K9LAK>9;LAGF�>JGE���	FGL�9L�9DD

K9LAK>A=<
�LG���	=PLJ=E=DQ�K9LAK>A=<


!=;AKAGF


E9CAF?�KCADDK

` +ME:=J�G>�?JGMHK�9:D=�LG�;GJJ=;LDQ�KGDN=�9

?JGMH�H=J>GJE9F;=�L9KC

` +ME:=J�G>�K=;GF<K�AF�O@A;@�9�H=JKGF�KGDN=K

9�HJG:D=E

!=HJ=KKAGF

` +ME:=J�G>�F=?9LAN=�OGJ<K�MK=<�AF�9�;J=9LAN=

KLGJQ

` +ME:=J�G>�9HHGAFLE=FLK�E9<=�OAL@�9

HKQ;@GL@=J9HAKL

Table 2.1 Examples of the Operational Definitions of Conceptual

Variables That Ha ve Been Used in Psychological Research
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Source: Stangor, C. (2011). Research methods for the behavioral sciences (4th ed.).

Mountain View, CA: Cengage.
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Source: Stangor, C. (2011). Research methods for the behavioral sciences (4th ed.).

Mountain View, CA: Cengage.
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Research Focus: Video Games and
Aggression
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Psychology in Everyday Life: Critically
Evaluating the Validity of Websites
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Did a Neu rological Disorder Cause a
Musician to Compose BolŽro and an

Artist to Paint It 66 Years Later?
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Figu re 3.10 Visual and Verbal Processing in the Split-Brain Patient 1@=
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Drugs with lower safety ratios ha ve a greater risk of brain damage

and death

Table 5.2 Popular Recreational Drugs and Their Safety Ratios
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Psychology in Everyday Life: The Need
to Escape Everyday Consciousness
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pregnancyÑbefore the mother even knows she is pregnant.
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Research Focus: Using the Habituation
Technique to Study What Infants Know
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